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in at one door and goes out at another. The brief
moment while it is under shelter is sweet to it; it feels
neither the storm nor the cold of winter, but this
moment is but short: the bird escapes, and from the
winter it passes again into the winter. Such seems to
me to be the life of man on earth in comparison with
the uncertain life beyond. His earthly existence is but
a brief span; but what is that that comes before and
after it? \Ye do not know. If, then, this new doc-
trine can teach us anything surer it deserves to be fol-
lowed/' Christianity pleased these serious barbarians
because it spoke to them of the beyond.

The Roman missionaries had been bidden by the
pope not to attack the ancient beliefs. "You must
keep yourselves from the destruction of the temples
of the idols; you should rather purify them and dedi-
cate them to the service of the true Godf for so long
as the people see these places of devotion remaining,
they will be more disposed to go thither from force of
habit. The people of this country are accustomed to
offer cattle in sacrifice; this custom should be trans-
formed by them into a Christian service. The natives
are to be allowed to build their log-cabins about the
temples which have been transformed into churches.
Let them assemble there, bring thither their offerings,
which will be slaughtered no longer as an offering to
devils but to the honor of God/5

The Angles and the Saxons did not persecute the
missionaries, yet they were converted but slowly.
There, as in Gaul, the kings, and especially the queens,
protected the new religion, but the warriors were not
eager to adopt it